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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The continued threat of coronavirus infection requires us to change our 
habits during the time we spend together. Please follow these rules to 
keep each other safe: 
 
On entering— 

 Masks are required. Please be sure to wear one. 

 Sit only in pews marked with a bow.  

 Keep the spacing rod between you and your family and the 
person or family at the other end.  

 Greet each from a distance. 
 
During the service— 

 Refrain from singing. Instead, listen to the singers in the balcony 
and follow the words in the bulletin. 

 When we share the Peace, do not hug or shake hands except with 
members of your own family. Wave or bow to the people around 
you. 

 Offering plates will not passed. If you missed the basket on your 
way in, place it there when you leave. 

 
During communion— 

 Keep a safe distance from the person in front of you as you 
approach. 

 Hold out your cupped hands for the host. The pastor will not 
place this in your mouth or extended fingers. 

 For the wine, take a plastic cup from the top of the music  stand, 
and hold it steady as the pastor fills it.   Deposit the plastic cup 
in the receptacle as you return to your place. 

As you leave— 

 Unless you need the elevator, exit through front doors only.  

 Feel free to gather on the front lawn for conversation, keeping 
safe distances.   
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Savior of the Nations, Come!” J. S. Bach 

 

Confession and Forgiveness Remain seated 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 
 
P Sisters and brothers in Christ, let us call on the Lord in humble 

repentance, confessing our sin. 
 
From the singers as we listen and reflect— 
 

 
 
A Gracious God, we confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
In your compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 
we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, 
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
P Is this also your prayer? If so, say “Amen.” 
C Amen. 
 
P Then, as a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by 

his authority, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



4 

 

Stand as you are able 

Gathering Hymn “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus,” #254 

 
 
 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

Advent Candle Lighting Today’s word: “Behold!” 

A Word for Children 

P Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, 
Emmanuel, who brought your presence among us; and you promise 
through your Son Jesus to save us from our sin. 

As we light these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our 
faith in the word spoken by your prophets; restore us and give us life 
that we may be saved. 

O ransomed people of the Lord, come, 
let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel 
comes to be with us.  

C Amen. 
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Presented by the Singers  
 

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 
O Sun of justice, now draw near. 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel 

  

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct 
your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the 
world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-11. 16 

1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him 
rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, 
“See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 
tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for 
the LORD is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and 
tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a 
house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the 
people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a 
tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people 
of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, 
whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you 
not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my 
servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, 
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great 
ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will 
plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no 
more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time 
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that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from 
all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will 
make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 
forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness,” #251 

 

 

Second Reading Romans 16:25-27 

25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 
the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery 
that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the 
prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to 
the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! 
Amen. 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand as you are able 



7 

 

Gospel Acclamation “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came,” #265 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 
"All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
most highly favored lady." Gloria! 

 

Gospel Luke 1:26-38 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is 
the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed 
from her. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 
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Hymn of the Day “Savior of the Nations Come,” #263 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 
 

Stir up your power O Lord. . . 
C and show us the glory of Christ. 

 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in 
prayerful silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s 
invitation 
 

Presentation of the Offering “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came,” 

 Paul Manz 
 

A Let us pray. God of abundance you have blessed us with these gifts. 
Grant us patience and hope as we commit them to your service for the 
care and redemption of all that you have made; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

C Amen. 
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The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
 

By the singers— 

 

 
P Holy God, the Beginning and the End, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 
C Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 
P Gracious Father, fill us with your Holy Spirit . . . now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen.You may be seated 
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Communion 

By the singers— 

 

 
 

When all have communed, stand as you are able 
P We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come 

when hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now 
in the strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for 
all creation, and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.   C Amen. 

Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “Joy to the World!” #267 

stanzas 1, 3 
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A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude “Joy to the World,” Martha Kelsey 

 
 “Kyrie” Music © Dinah Reindorf, admin. Augsburg Fortress; 
“My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness,” Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress 
“Savior of the Nations, Come,” Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
Celebration Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with License #702571: 
 

Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 
Presiding Minister -- Pastor Burce 

Assisting Ministers – Chris Neumann 
Lector – Carolyn Watkins 
Acolyte – Bryce Neumann 

Singers – Jim Edwards, Ruth King 
Organist – Connie Triplett 

Deacon – Ray Durban  
Welcoming Team – Chris & Darla Neumann 

Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 
Altar Guild – Debbie Luekens, Diane Paton 
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Altar Flowers Are Given 

To the glory of God and in memory of Fran and Jane Pieper by their family 

The Presence Candle Is Given 

In honor of Felipa Roma, Mother of Maria Geier 
 on the second anniversary of her passing 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Dec. 20—KATHERINA VON BORA, d. 1552, the wife of Martin Luther.  
Raised in a convent, she took vows as nun but walked away from them at 
age 24 under the influence of Luther’s writings.  Shortly after she married 
the great Luther himself, and made a home that was noted for its warmth 
and hospitality.  The Luthers had six children. 
 

December 27 
First Sunday of Christmas 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3, Psalm 148, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:22-40 
 

We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services 


